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Agenda

• Introductions and Teams Instructions – Waterfront Toronto 
(10 minutes)

• Construction and Design Update – Waterfront Toronto          
(5 minutes)

• Update: Promontory Park and River Valley Park – MVVA
• Discussion and Feedback (40 minutes)

• Update: Sediment and Debris Management Area – MVVA
• Discussion and Feedback (15 minutes)

• Wayfinding and Interpretive Signage for Parks – MVVA
• Discussion and Feedback (35 minutes)

• Upcoming public meeting – Waterfront Toronto
• Discussion and Feedback (15 minutes)



Introductions + Teams Instructions



Teams 101 – Joining on a Computer

• Turn your camera on if you’re comfortable

• Click the microphone icon to mute yourself when you’re not speaking

• Troubleshooting: use the chat window to note any issues

• "Raise your hand" to ask a question or make a comment

• We’ll record this session for minuting purposes



Microsoft Teams

Camera on/off

Mute on/off

Raise/lower hand

Open chat



Teams 101 – Joining via Telephone

• To mute/un-mute yourself, press *6

• Mute yourself when you’re not speaking

• Let us know if you can’t hear or you can’t tell which slide is being 
presented

• We’ll open the floor to your questions/comments once all hands are 
down



Introductions...and checking in

On a scale of 
mud pile to marshy oasis

How is everyone doing?



Construction and Design 
Update



A view of the construction site (video)



Rocky Radar – Progress Reports via @TheRockRipper

Insert final rocky radar map here



Project Design Schedule

	● 10/10/2019-   60% Design Submission (RVPN/RVPS) Work Package #9

	● 01/23/2020-   100% Design IFC Submission (River) Work Package #8

	● 02/26/2020- SAC Meeting #6

	● 05/07/2020-  60% Design Submission (PPS/Canoe Cove) Work Package #9.2/9.3

●	 05/28/2020- SAC Meeting #7

	● 06/25/2020-  90%/IFT Submission (MT-35 Dockwall/Atlas Crane) Work Package #9.1

	● 10/29/2020-   90% Design IFT Submission (RVPN/RVPS/PPS) Work Package #9



Design Update

• MVVA has issued a Request for Proposals for an Indigenous Design Consultant

• We anticipate having a consultant on board by the end of June 2020

• The consultant will:
• Have both an advisory and design role
• Work with the design team as well as a counterpart at the Mississaugas of the 

Credit First Nation
• Work with the project communications team
• Work with us until the end of the design and construction to integrate First 

Nations interests, tradition and culture into the project



Port Lands Flood Protection & Enabling Infrastructure
Stakeholder Advisory Committee Meeting #7

Prepared for Waterfront Toronto
May 28, 2020

Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc. 
Landscape Architects



Project Feedback
Community (Survey + Consultations)Design Review Panel SAC Meeting #6 - 2/26/2020

● The adventurous, all-ages design for the
River Valley Park North play area is exciting

● Interest in preserving space for grills, fire
pits and gathering spaces as the design
progresses

● Take care to engage Indigenous
Communities in placemaking in the park

● The plans for the Lower Don Trail connection
to the Martin Goodman Trail are not ideal

● The Sediment and Debris Management
Area’s footprint is large. The public realm
and nearby trails should be considered in its
design.

● Find a role for public art within the design
● Develop signage and way-finding
● Create a family of materials and furnishings
● Consider future conditions in and around

the park, such as the catalyst building and
urban massing

● Future-proof the design to accommodate
fluctuating lake levels

● Study event programming at the central
lawn

● Develop park operations and programming
● Choreograph winter programming and

character
● Consider unique engagement opportunities

between park visitors and site ecology
● Create an inventive, bio-diverse, and

daring planting strategy
● Strongly integrate remnants of industrial

and natural heritage
● Provide renderings of the Esplanade
● Develop the character of Destination Play

● Feeling immersed in nature comes from
ability to wander while discovering new
views or un-manicured vegetation

● Variation of landscape and ecology was
noted as “nice to have”

● People expressed a desire for clear
information about access points (lighting
and signage indicating formal paths)

● Emphasis on views and variety of
landscape types

● Create views of Inner Harbour and City
● All season use support winter programming
● Facilitate public water activities and

connections/access to the water
● Integrate history through preserving local

heritage and culture (adaptive reuse, art)
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Orchestrating a Complete Ensemble

Promontory Park South
	● Event Lawn & Plaza

	● Harbour Esplanade 

	● Marine Terminal 35 
Building Commemoration

	● Promontory

	● Atlas Crane Peninsula

	● Entry Plaza

	● Destination Play 
Area (Contingent on 
Fundraising)

River Valley Park North and 
South

	● Commissioners Street 
Edge

	● Nature Play Area

	● Picnic Area

	● Picnic Lawn

	● Dog Off Leash Areas

	● FH-30 Plaza

	● Future Polson Street Edge

	● Bike Bridges

Park Wide Features
	● Gathering Areas

	● Art

	● Wayfinding and Signage

	● Site Furnishings, Lighting 
and Materials

	● Operations and 
Maintenance

	● Planting



Promontory Park South



Event Lawn, Plaza and Esplanade - Enlargement Plan
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MT-35 Building Commemoration - Scale and Volume

A B AAAAA B B

987654321 10

18.28 M

7.
26

 M

27.43 M 27.43 M18.28 M

Existing Piles

Proposed Light 
Columns

Building Image Pre-June 2018 Fire Damage



View From Harbour Promenade Looking South Towards Toronto Islands



Promontory - Bird’s Eye View
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Promontory Walls - Detail Section

2nd Stage - Stone Facing
0 .75 1.5 3m

MSE Wall - Waller Creek, Austin, TX



East Promontory Wall - Unfolded Elevation
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View from Polson Slip Overlook looking Northwest to Harbour Promontory



Atlas Crane Peninsula - Enlargement Plan
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Park Entrances at Cherry Street - Enlargement Plan
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River Valley Park North and South



Connections and Porosity to the Urban Context
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View From Cherry Street Entrance Looking Southeast into River Valley Park North



Porosity at Commissioners Street Edge
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0 5 10m

Program, Circulation & AccessPlaza Programming
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View from Commissioners Street Looking Southeast to Fire Hall 30 Plaza
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Nature Play Area Garden Room - Diagram
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Badland Scramble - Details

Geologic Formation Precedent - Cheltenham Badlands, ON
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T o p  o f  B a n k

Picnic Terrace - Enlargement Plan
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River Valley Park South Main Entrances -  Enlargement Plan
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Bike Bridge - Details



Gathering Spaces - Overall Diagram
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Gathering Spaces - Enlargement Diagram
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View from Cherry Street Park Entrance looking Southwest towards Canoe Cove



View from River Valley Park South Lawn looking West Towards Promontory Park South



Discussion



• Does this design address previous comments and feedback from the SAC?

• Do you have any concerns about the final design for parks and public realm?



Wayfinding and Interpretive Signage



Wayfinding and Signage Strategy - Diagram
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 	 - Bike Crossings
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	 - No Climbing

	 - No Dogs

	 - Washrooms



Design Development:Signage and Wayfinding // January 9, 2020 // Page 6
Port Lands - Signage and Wayfinding

Toronto

Port Lands
Park

Lookout
Points

Dog 
Walking

Boating

Bird
Watching

Welcome to Port Lands Park, where there is:
Welcome to Port Lands Park, where there is:

Fishng, ird Watching, HIking, Lookout POints, 

Park RulesMap Key Municipal Code Chapter 584 & 608

Entry/exit

Steps

Bicycle ramp

Pedestrian

Cyclist

Lower Don Trail

Dirt trail

Connecting trails

Bike share

Parking

Streetcar stop

Subway

Hospital
Baseball diamond

Outdoor pool

Naturalized area

Outdoor table tennis

Outdoor track

Outdoor volleyball court

Picnic site

Skating rink

Playground

View point

Tennis courts

Soccer

Wading pool

Water fountain
No cycling on 
pedestrian 
trails

No smoking No swimming Pets on
Leash

MAIN ENTRANCE ID PARK
AREA ID

DIRECTIONAL 
(FINGERPOST)

Nature Trail

Fishing Spots

DIRECTIONAL
(BRIDGE)

Promenade Park

Canoe Cove

Picnic Area

Historic Crane 

This is a 
lovely 

spot for a 
picnic.

No swimming No fires

1

Cherry Street170 (Combine Park Area ID with 
Rules & regulations)

ADAPTED SELECTED PFR SIGANAGE TYPES

(Combine Park Entry ID with Map 
and other Welcome Info)

Wayfinding and Signage - Example



 ● Used at key orientation points on the main park 
path where there is generous paved area

 ● Fun and interactive

 ● Identifies “macro level” geological features in the 
region, building on the river narrative

PARKS PLUS − PAVEMENT COMPASS

PLAN
SCALE: NTS

ORIENTATION COMPASS

7km

Canoe Cove

Picnic Area

H
ist

or
ic
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ra

ne

5km

135km

N

Wayfinding and Signage - PLFP Orientation Details - Draft Concept

Tactile Map Pavement Compass



Landscape Interpretive Signage Program - Types

	● Heritage Element

	● Park Exit

	● Flood Protection Prospect 

	● Promontory

	● River Calendar

	● Habitat Scale

	● River Timbers

	● Carp Gates

	● Habitat Heiroglyphs 



Heritage Element
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Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Heritage Element



Wall-Mounted Plaque 
for Fire Hall 30

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  S t r e e t

D o g s  O f f 
L e a s h  A r e a

F i r e  H a l l 
3 0  P l a z a

Wall-Mounted PlaqueOverall Industrial and 
Cultural Heritage Panels

FH-30 - Signage LocationPossible Signage Location



M
T

-
3

5

E v e n t 
P l a z a

Location 2: 
Plaque in Plant Bed

Location 1: 
Plaque in Plant Bed

MT-35 - Signage LocationPossible Signage Location



Berlin
Germany

The Camp Retail Campus
Costa Mesa, CA

San Rafael Unido
Urban integration project
Caracas, Venezuela
2010

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Park ExitsLandscape Interpretive Signage Program: Park Exit Precedents



“... what animals 
did you see in the 
park today?”

“...how long did you 
spend in the park 
today?” 

“... how high was the 
river water today?”

... what animals did you see in the park today?

... how high was the river water today?

... how long did you spend in the park today?

●● Stair risers can display text at eye level as the visitor leaves. The text 
poses questions that  bring what was observed in the park to the front 
of the mind and resonate with visitors as they reach the street and 
return to urban life.  

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Park Exits



Mississippi Riverwalk
A half-mile contour map of the Mississippi River
Army Corps of Engineers
Memphis, TN

National Aquarium
Exposed agg. concrete pavers in a wave pattern & 
stone map depicting Chesapeake Bay Watershed
Rhodeside & Harwell
Baltimore, MD

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Flood Protection ProspectLandscape Interpretive Signage Program: Flood Protection Prospect Precedents
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P a r k  S o u t h
E x i s t i n g  G r a d e

C a n o e  C o v e

R e v e t m e n t 
F i l l

P o l s o n  S l i p

River Cut

RVP FillCanoe 
Cove Cut

Promontory 
Fill

0 3 6m0 3 6m

Concept Diagram

●● The Promontory High Point offers 360 views of the new River 
Valley and park land. Limestone blocks provide an interface to 
describe the masssive earthwork project that created created 
the high point non which the visitor is standing on

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Promontory



The Present Order is the Disorder of the Future - Saint Just
Ian Hamilton Finlay
Little Sparta (Pentland Hills of Scotland, UK)
1983

NYC Transit Map
Greene Street, NYC

Public art installation
Dance instructions
Capitol Hill, Seattle

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: PromontoryLandscape Interpretive Signage Program: Promontory Precedents



Aswan Nilometer
Elephantine Island, Aswan, Egypt

Tully Memorial Flood Markers
Logan City Council
Logan River, Australia
2017

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: River Calendar



JAN

74.86 74.88
74.98

75.14
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75.21
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Concept Diagram

Weathered Steel “Marker”
Concrete Bar

River Bank/Revement
Fluctuatin

g Water Level

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: River Calendar
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Levee Path 

Levee Path 

Levee Wetland

Levee Wetland

Habitat Typologies: 
Aquatic: 13 Ha
Wetland: 13 Ha
Terrestrial: 4 Ha

Small Sign for 
Description

0 2.5 5m

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Habitat Scale



0 2 4m

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: River Timbers



Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: River Timbers



Weir fishing structures and Ontario indigenous practices Urbanization and the practices in harvesting timber

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: River Timbers



Log Features as 
an Interface for 
Indigenous Culture

Log Features as 
an Interface for 
Indigenous Culture

●● These areas of refuge are designed as places to overlook the riverine landscape and are 
understood as “eco-classrooms” for interpreting the new river mouth.  The log seating 
and mazes are an allusion to tree fall and lag jams typical in woodland-edged river 
systems.  The logs are formed in patterns of eddys from an imagined elevated flood 
water event.  Amidst these logs visitors are invited to climb, sit, play.  

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: River Timbers



Carp Gate Facts: Invasive Carp 
are kept out of the constructed 
wetlands with gates to protect 
habitat and native species

Native Fish - Walleye, White 
Perch, Alewife Herring, 
American Eel, White Bass, Black 
Crappie, Pumpkinseed

Invasive Carp - Bighead Carp, 
Silver Carp, Grass Carp, Black 
Carp, Common Carp

0 1.5 3m

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Carp Gates



Hull Fish Trail
East Yorkshire, UK

Toronot Waterfront Fish 
Queens Quay Boulevard
Toronto, ON

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Carp GatesLandscape Interpretive Signage Program: Carp Gate Precedents



Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Habitat Heiroglyphs

The “Corner Stones” 
of this constructed 
landscape

The stone surfaces are interfaces 
in which an opportunity to 
communicate with the visitor in a 
visual-tactile manner.

The stepped stone platform cuts 
a view into the thick vegetative 
border typical of wetlands and 
offer a glimpse of the habitat 
and wildlife within

●● The wetland overlooks are explicitly about 
finding a reflective moment in which the 
visitor is immersed in the wetland habitat



Historic animal engraving (Antelope)
Taghirt, Tassili n’Ajjer, Algeria
10,000 BCE

Araripegomphus andreneli Dragonfly fossil
Ceara Province, Brazil
Cretaceous period

Aswan Nilometer
Elephantine Island, Aswan, Egypt

Landscape Interpretive Signage Program: Habitat Heiroglyphs



Discussion



• Have we identified the right landscape elements to interpret via signage or 
installations?

• Is there anything you would like the team to consider as we finalize wayfinding 
signage and locations?



Sediment and Debris Management Area



Existing Conditions
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SITE PROGRAM

- Lower Don Trail
- Debris Management (1000m²) 
- SDMA Working Area

– Option for 10,000m³ Sediment Piles
- Access from existing Lake Shore Blvd

Debris 
Management 

Area
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Lower Don Trail 

Existing Lower Don Trail 
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SDMA - Full Vision  
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SITE PROGRAM

- Lower Don Trail
- Debris Management (1000m²) 
- SDMA Working Area

– Option for 10,000m³ Sediment Piles
- Boat Ramp
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- Flow Curtain
- Access from realigned Lake Shore Blvd.

Debris Management Area



Fixed Weir



Flow Curtain



Existing Dredge Scow + Dredge Barge

9m

28m

25.5m

13m

Keating Channel

Lake Shore Boulevard/Gardiner Expressway
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Sediment Management: Anticipated Equipment



Other Equipment
Material Storage BinsDebris Booms

Flow Curtain



Discussion



• Does this material address the SAC's questions or concerns about the Sediment and 
Debris Management Area?



Upcoming Public Meeting



Where are we now?

June 2019
PLFP community 
consultation #3

Design Review Panel 

Fall 2018
Design for parks & river 

is 50% complete

Design complete on 
Cherry Street & Cherry 

Street Bridge North

Spring 2019
Design for parks & river 

is 60% complete

July 2018
PLFP community 
consultation #2

Fall 2019
Design for all  roads is 

complete

Summer 2020
Design Review Panel 

Design for all  park 
elements is complete

Fall 2020
PLFP community 
consultation #4

July 2019
SAC #5

Roads



How will we meet online?

• Waterfront Toronto proposes a phased approach to introducing online 
public engagement for all existing and future projects during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

• The three phases can be rolled out immediately and phased in over the 
next 2 to 8 months.

• Phase 1: Continuity, Mitigation, Testing (<2 months)

• Phase 2: Advance Engagement (>2 months)

• Phase 3: Ongoing Engagement on New Projects (8+ months)

16



Phase 1: Continuity, Mitigation, Testing

Timeframe: <2 months

Goal: Transition all existing stakeholder 
meetings online

• Ensure current standards for in-person 
engagement are retained

• Mitigate barriers to participation

Platform: Microsoft Teams
• Telephone call-in to Teams meeting 

(audio only)
• Captioning currently in Beta 



Phase 2: Advance Engagement

Timeframe: > 4 months

Goals: Building on Phase 1, introduce flexibility 
by letting participants engage with materials in 
advance of scheduled meetings.

Platform: Microsoft Team (live meeting)
• Web browser

• Telephone
• Mobile application

• WT Project website houses materials



Opportunities for flexible forms of 
engagement

Available online two weeks in advance

of scheduled live meetings:
• Presentation decks
• Related studies
• Recording of verbal presentations
• Online surveys linked to 

presentations

Phase 2: Advance Engagement

Live Meeting would include:
• Summary of longer presentation
• Focus on Q+A/receiving feedback
• Additional opportunity to fill out 

online survey



Phase 3: Continuous Engagement

Timeframe: 8+ months

Goals:  Augment traditional approach delivered 
in Phase 1-2 to create more collaboration and 
flexibility. 

• Ensure current standards for traditional 
engagement are retained

• Mitigate barriers to participation

Platform: 
Community-driven online tool 
would include:

• Surveys
• Chat functions
• Mapping 
• Form responses
• Quick polling
• Q+A



Appendix



Proximity of Dogs Off-Leash Area to Future Neighbourhood
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Event Lawn - Diagram
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