
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Don Mouth Naturalization & Port 
Lands Flood Protection Project 

Environmental Assessment 
 
 

Site Walk #2 and Boat Cruise 
Summary Notes 

 
 
 

October 14, 2006 
 
 
 

    
 

     
      

Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project
Site Walk #2 and Boat Cruise, October 14, 2006        1



 

SITE WALK #2 AND BOAT CRUISE 
Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project 

Saturday, October 14, 2006 
 
 

1:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
 

SUMMARY NOTES 
 
The primary purpose of this event was to generate public excitement by kicking-off the 
consultation component of the Environmental Assessment for the Don Mouth 
Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project with a hands-on, on the ground 
(and on the water) information tour within the project study area, in order to show first-
hand the range of possibilities and challenges associated with the project. The event 
participants were also presented with information regarding the industrial and natural 
heritage of the area, and shown the range of adjacent projects that are currently 
underway or will be undertaken in the near future. 
 
177 people signed in at the meeting at the Villiers Parkette registration table. As 
participants arrived, they were divided into one of three groups and were provided with 
the following as they signed in:   
• Route map showing the location of four stations within the Port Lands; 
• Brief overview of the information to be presented at the four stations; and  
• Feedback form to provide comments. 
 
Tour guides led the groups through the four information stations located at Villiers 
Parkette, the corner of Commissioners Street and Don Roadway, near the corner of 
Cherry Street and Lake Shore Blvd.  (470 Lakeshore Boulevard) and aboard the Island 
Princess (the tour boat for the event) which traveled between the Keating Channel and 
the Turning Basin of the Ship Channel.  Experts led discussions at the various stations 
on the following topics: 
• Hydraulics, hydrology and flood risk; 
• Flora and fauna; 
• Industrial history of the Port Lands;  
• Soils and groundwater;  
• Filmport Studios;  
• Roadways and infrastructure;  
• East Bayfront Precinct Plan;  
• Toronto Transit Commission’s environmental assessments in the area; 
• Ecological linkages between Tommy Thompson Park and the Don watershed; 
• Fish and aquatic habitat;  
• Toronto Port Authority operations; and  
• Commissioners Park, Interim Sports Fields, Lake Ontario Park and the Port Lands 

Strategy.   
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All groups were welcomed to the event by Adele Freeman (TRCA) and Paul Murray 
(Gartner Lee Ltd.) while a concurrent electrofishing demonstration was featured at the 
Keating Channel adjacent to the Villiers Parkette.  Summaries of the talks are included 
in section 1.0 of these notes. 
 
The following points summarize the feedback received (18 comments received): 
 
• 55% of respondents had no previous participation in the Don Mouth Naturalization 

and Port Lands Flood Protection Project 
• 100% of respondents were interested or somewhat interested in attending future 

Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project events 
• 78% of respondents would like to attend another site walk, with 60% interested in 

public meetings and open houses 
• 100% of respondents found the site walk useful to understand the project 
• Asked what was most useful or interesting about the event, respondents most often 

mentioned the opportunity to see the plans from the perspective of the land and the 
water, seeing the scale of the project, learning about the other projects in the area, 
and learning about the history and biology of the area 

• Suggestions for future events included holding site visits in the spring or summer 
and trying to have smaller groups or more sound equipment to better hear speakers   

 
 

Please refer to the remainder of this report for more detailed notes. 
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1.0 Presentations 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: 
Michelle Vanderwel 

Don Watershed Administrative Clerk 
Toronto and Region Conservation 

5 Shoreham Drive 
Downsview, Ontario M3N 1S4 

416-661-6600 ext. 5280 
Fax: 416-667-6278 

Email: mvanderwel@trca.on.ca 
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Tommy Thompson Park 

Located on the Toronto waterfront, Tommy Thompson Park is a unique urban 
wilderness that offers many public recreational opportunities in the heart of the 
city.  

 

 

 

 

The park is located on a man-made peninsula that extends five kilometres into 
Lake Ontario. The Toronto Harbour Commissioners began construction of the 
spit in the late 1950s and, since that time, it has been the site for the disposal of 
dredged material from the Outer Harbour and surplus fill from development sites 
within Toronto.  

The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority currently owns the land and 
water bodies included in Tommy Thompson Park. Those areas still under 
construction are owned by the Ministry of Natural Resources and are leased to 
the Toronto Harbour Commission. The TRCA is responsible for the development 
and implementation of the "master plan" and the annual operating program, 
which includes both biological and public interest activities.  

 

 

 

 

One of the most significant features of Tommy Thompson Park is the 
colonization and succession of various plant communities. These wetlands, 
meadows and forests now support many threatened and unusual species.  

The park has become well known as a significant nesting and staging area for a 
wide range of birds and other wildlife. In total, more than 290 bird species have 
been observed on site. Of these, 45 are known to breed here, including ring-
billed gulls, herring gulls, common terns, black-crowned night herons and double-
crested cormorants.  

Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project
Site Walk #2 and Boat Cruise, October 14, 2006        21



The ecological approach to development of Tommy Thompson Park has been 
guided by the principles of conservation by design. These principles are defined 
as the purposeful act of designing for a variety of wildlife habitats to assist in the 
restoration of rare, endangered or significant plant and animal communities. 
Natural succession is the key concept behind the philosophy of conservation by 
design. 
 
The Natural Area Enhancement Plan will be designed to facilitate the growth and 
natural development of indigenous plant and animal communities. Planting and 
seeding will be done to inoculate areas with vegetation adapted to the specific 
environment. These areas will then be left to grow, reproduce and spread 
naturally and unhindered as much as possible. The Natural Area Enhancement 
Plan will focus on both terrestrial natural area and aquatic habitat enhancement. 
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KEATING CHANNEL DREDGING

Toronto Port Authority

Volume of sediment in recent
years: 40,000 m3/Yr (approx.)

Cost: $450,000/Yr (approx.)

Share: Toronto Port Authority (1/3)

Toronto and Region Conservation

Authority (2/3)

The "Keating Channel / Leslie Street
Working Committee" with representatives
of TPA, TRCA and the City of Toronto
oversee the project.
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KEATING CHANNEL DREDGING

Toronto Port Authority

Quality of sediments flowing into the KC & Inner Harbour:
Early polluted sediment produced by agricultural & industrial activities. Before 1914
accumulated in Ashbridge's Bay. Since 1914 accumulated at NE section of Harbour after
Don River realigned.

Since the 1960's, sources of contaminants: Don River, storm sewer and combined sewer
overflow discharges.

Studies identify source control, for Waterfront and watershed of the Don River, as the most
effective means of improving the conditions in the Inner Harbour. (Golder Associates Ltd.,
2001)

KC has provided the opportunity of managing the flow of sediment originated
in the Don River watershed.
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Keating Channel Debris Management

Derrick THC 50 removing debris.

Toronto Port Authority

Regular removal of floating debris using two
control booms.

Increased debris following storm events.

Annually the debris collected is

approximately 400 tonnes.

For the May 12, 2000 storm: 337 tonnes
of debris (most of it at the expense of
TPA).
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Commissioners Park, Interim Sports Fields, Lake Ontario Park, Port Lands 
Strategy 

Chris Glaisek, Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corp. (TWRC) 
 
 
 
Commissioners Park 
 
TWRC is now planning Commissioners Park, a 41-acre waterfront park located in the 
Portlands between the Keating Channel and Commissioners Street. The park is being 
designed to be both a waterfront landmark and an active recreation space that will help 
meet existing demand for playing fields and park space as well as the future needs of 
new waterfront communities in the West Don Lands, East Bayfront and Portlands. 
 
The diverse landscape of Commissioners Park will accommodate a range of activities: 
larger fields for recreational sports, forests for causal walks, groves for intimate 
gatherings. These features along with views back to the downtown core will make 
Commissioners Park one of the best in the city. The history and ecology of the site and 
the Don Greenway are also important elements of the park design. 
 
Vision Statement: The park design must provide for a high quality, urban, active 
recreation park incorporating social, environmental and financial sustainability principles, 
and must consider the emerging nature of the surrounding context. 
 

Lake Ontario Park 

Located along the Outer Harbour between Cherry Beach and Ashbridges Bay, Lake 
Ontario Park is one of TWRC's signature projects. The park is included in the Central 
Waterfront Secondary Plan and will be a landmark park not only for a newly revitalized 
waterfront but for the city as whole.  

Developing Lake Ontario Park early on in the revitalization process demonstrates the 
corporation's commitment to a green, sustainable waterfront. The project has brought 
together the key organizations with an interest in the park - Toronto Region and 
Conservation Authority, Parks Canada, City of Toronto Parks and Recreation and the 
Toronto Port Authority. 
 

Transitional Sports Fields 

In 2004, TWRC received $5 million to develop transition sports fields in the Port Lands. 
The project is supported by the federal, provincial and municipal governments. The City 
of Toronto’s strategic plan for parks and recreation, “Our Common Ground,” identifies 
the need for playing fields as a top priority, especially in the south end of the city. The 
fields are in keeping with TWRC’s mandate to expand recreational opportunities on the 
waterfront. 
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Two regulation sports fields are being built on the south side of Unwin Avenue just west 
of Regatta Road. This area falls within the boundaries of the future Lake Ontario Park. 
With a life of about 10 years, these sports fields are considered transitional. The number 
and location of permanent playing fields will be determined through the Lake Ontario 
Park Master Plan. 
 
Additionally, by 2010, Commissioners Park will be complete. This park will include four 
regulation size playing fields. 
 
Site preparation work for the transitional sports fields will begin in January 2007 and 
construction will be complete in the spring—in time for the 2007 children’s soccer 
season. 

Don River Park 

Overview 

Don River Park will be an active, vibrant and inviting neighbourhood park serving the 
West Don Lands community, the City and visitors.  It will transform an abandoned and 
contaminated post-industrial site into a dynamic, re-natured public park that is animated 
year-round. It will invite the city to the Don River and enhance the experience along the 
river’s edge.  

Landscape 

Don River Park will create a large inviting greenscape within the regenerating city fabric 
– renewing site while integrating vital urban infrastructure elements and responding to 
their scale. Unfolding and robust topography will build on the elevation already provided 
by the Don River flood protection landform that will transect the park. The landscape will 
open sightlines to Toronto’s skyline and Lake Ontario and create a sense of scale and 
grandeur that expands the park. A mix of tree groves, open lawns, diverse plantings and 
a marshland water feature fed by captured stormwater will create an environment 
inspired by a woodland meadow and the site’s vegetative history. 

Program 

Within Don River Park’s 18 acres, a variety of spaces and programmatic elements will 
invite people of all ages to enjoy the park at all times of the year.  

• Along the Don River, renewal of the multiuse trail system and new access under 
the Bala railway corridor will enhance the experience at the water’s edge.  

• On the river side of the landform, a 21st century urban meadow will provide a 
unique landscape in which to wander, explore and discover.  

• Active play will be central to the new park including water play, a skating area, a 
multi-use sports field, a skateboard park and new playground equipment geared 
to a range of ages. The park’s hills and lawns will be ideal for tobogganing, 
Frisbee, catch or a whole range of informal sport.  

• A network of trails will connect more active areas with places to sit, picnic or 
enjoy the landscape.  
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• At one of the highest points, a pavilion, an informal amphitheater and a fire 
element will allow visitors to: take in views to the River, the city and the 
waterfront; get shelter from the weather; access facilities; and, perhaps even 
enjoy a cappuccino or an ice cream.  

Timing and Milestones 

The Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation has engaged the team of Michael van 
Valkenburgh Associates, the Planning Partnership and Ken Greenberg to design Don 
River Park. The following is the schedule for completing the park. 

Feb 2006 – Sept 2006 Concept Design 
- 3 public forum events 
- Design workshops with 300 students from 5 local elementary schools 
- Regular stakeholder meetings 
 
Sept 2006 – Feb 2007 Detailed Design 
- Ongoing community and stakeholder consultation 
 
Feb 2007 Construction tenders issued 
 
March 2007 Construction begins 
 
Summer 2008 Park Construction Complete 
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KEATING CHANNEL DREDGING

Toronto Port Authority

In 1972, Canada & the USA signed an agreement to ban the open water
disposal of polluted sediments.

Ministry of the Environment (MOE) asked the Toronto Port Authority
(TPA) to design a Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) for the disposal of
polluted sediments dredged from the Keating Channel (KC).

Design & construction of the Endikement as an extension of the Leslie
St. Spit (1979-today).

CDF consists of 3 cells (#1 filled in 1985; #2 in 1997; #3: 60 years to go).

Disposal of the dredgeate into the CDF carried out pursuant to the
Keating Channel Environmental Assessment (1983).
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Appendix A 
Route Map 

 
 

October 14, 2006 
    

 
 
 
 
 

Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project
Site Walk #2 and Boat Cruise, October 14, 2006        32



Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project
Site Walk #2 and Boat Cruise, October 14, 2006        33



 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Don Mouth Naturalization & Port 
Lands Flood Protection Project 

 
Site Walk #2 and Boat Cruise 

 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
Public Feedback Summaries 
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Site Walk Feedback SUMMARY (18 responses) 
 

1. Have you PREVIOUSLY participated in any of the following activities held as part of the 
Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project? Please check all 
that apply. 

 
Attended a public meeting and/or working session 8 
Received project newsletter 5 
Have NOT previously participated in DMNP Project 10 

 
2. Would you be interested in attending future public activities/events related to this 

project? 
 

Yes 16 
No 0 
Somewhat 2 

 
3. If you are interested in staying informed and/or contributing to this project, what type of 

activities/events would be MOST APPEALING to you? 
 

Another site walk 14 

Public meeting or working session 11 
Open House/Informal Drop-In to review displays and talk to 
team members 

11 

 
• Several respondents suggested that all events would be equally appealing.  
• One respondent who suggested another site walk specified that it be a different walk 

from that of Oct. 14.  
• One respondent who suggested an Open House specified that discussions and 

meetings with team members are essential components of this event. 
• One respondent did not find the informal drop-in sessions as good as the other 

activities. They wanted to hear what other "non-members" have to say (“it's easier to get 
a clearer picture, see different viewpoints and I find that I walk away with a better grasp 
of the options available”). 

 
 

4. Did you find the site walk, including boat tour, useful in assisting your further 
participation in this project? 

 
Yes, it was useful 16 
No, it was not useful 0 
Somewhat useful 1 

 
 

5.   What did you find MOST USEFUL/INTERESTING about the site walk and boat tour? 
 

• Presentations on the industrial history and on the flora and fauna aspects  
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• On the ground experience is always useful especially if accompanied by sound 
comment. 

• Learning about the amount of silt and debris that has to be dredged from the Don River. 
• The 'from the water's edge' perspective I gained. 

(Brings a whole new dimension to the topic.) The live fish were a nifty twist as well. 
• Getting a perspective on the scale of the problem 
• Learning about the whole project, the ecosystems, future projections and the political 

implications of the development  
• It was good to see the actual size of the location relative to the rest of the City 
• Fantastic learning…actually standing on the land we were talking about 
• The entire thing -- the presentations were good -- the background information re flood 

plains, fish, development all good.  I learned a lot that I didn't know before.  Primarily 
from a development perspective, what was necessary in order to build/develop in the 
area, given issues of flooding, etc.    

• Most useful was the history of the Ports over the past 100 years. 
• The boat tour 
• To hear about and see realistic changes occurring e.g. Filmport Development 
• To see the area from ground and water level in person. The magnitude of the 

undertaking and the importance of getting it right now much more clear to me 
• It was good to get out on the site and to see what exactly was being proposed, what 

infrastructure is currently there and what would have to be altered.  By being onsite it 
helped to make things more concrete and to see the ultimate vision.  Although I have 
driven by the area, and gone along the bike path I found the tour opened my eyes and 
gave me new insight into the area. 

• The boat tour gave me a live perspective of the scale and size of the canals; the tour 
further enlightened that perspective. 

• To see and hear first hand what is planned and what is being done now. 
• The vastness of the area, little visited by the public – also plans that are occurring, also 

the area view from the water 
• Intro lecture and boat tour 
 
6.    Do you have any suggestions about OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE the site walk/boat 
tour? 
 
• Washrooms  
• I'd suggest slightly smaller groups so it is easier to hear the presentations 
• I'm not sure it's the best use of your resources, even though it's very informative and 

enjoyable for participants 
• It could be done in Spring or Summer time  
• Modify start times for different walking groups as schedule was a bit slow on way back 

from boat tour  
• Can you control the weather? 
• Walk and boat tour could be held in warmer weather 
• I'd suggest slightly smaller groups so it is easier to hear the presentations 
• Warmer time of the year 
• I find anecdotal and historical data, stories add a lot to a walk like this. More of this 

could add more interest and knowledge about the area 
• The organization in the parkette could have been better 
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• The fish display was terrific but it was hard to see and hear with the crowd milling 
around.  Putting such demos on a raised bit of scaffolding so that everyone can see 
would have improved the experience   

• Similar displays of both local flora and other fauna would be interesting 
• It was hard to hear organizers both at the parkette and on the boat, a better 

loudspeaker system would have enhanced the experience 
• Surprised that when checking in the list of participants was listed alphabetically by first 

name rather than by the more usual last name  
• No it was very well done 
• It was difficult to hear the speakers despite the microphone (there was traffic, 

conversations, background noise) 
• One big one – washrooms 
• Difficult to hear/see other speakers (other than the intro lecture, i.e. need microphones 

for all speakers) 
 
Additional Comments? 
 
• I hope some of that material on the industrial history and flora and fauna  can be 

presented at the next public meeting for people new to the project 
• Looking forward to seeing more graphic representations of the various redevelopment 

ideas while hearing some analysis and overview information from the experts, I see 
several illustrations on the Web from time to time, but a browser view is not the best way 
to see the true scope of such projects 

• I approve of, and appreciate, consultation, but it's more important to get things moving 
and if running these consultations drains your resources, please do the more important 
things first 

• Very much enjoyed info/work session and Don River walk-boat tour & info. Beautifully 
organized 

• Why has it taken so long to do the environmental studies? Why has there been so little 
action taken in the past 7 years, I have booklets from 1999 for suggestions of the Ports 
and none of the projects have started 

• Most appreciative to the team for putting on info sessions/walks, good to get public 
interest and feedback on such a visible waterfront project 

• I was very impressed with the tour and feel that whoever organized it did a fantastic job. 
The boat tour gave a unique perspective to the area and the speakers and timing were 
well thought out.  There were many people who participated that hadn't occurred to me 
as having a vested interest in the project but who were all relevant players and it was 
good to hear from them. I very much appreciated getting the packet of information to 
take home and review what was said.  Well done 

• Excellent panel of speakers and representatives, spoke at my level (“layman”). Thanks 
for the tour 

• Would like to have similar tours of the other harbourfront projects, and would love to 
see the new film studio as it develops 

• I think the trip was useful as a background for participating in public meetings – you 
have seen at least part of the area being discussed 
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Appendix C 
Photos of the Event 

 
 

October 14, 2006 
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