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• The site is part of 33.6 acre site that is 
home to the Pinewood Toronto Studios 
facilities. 

• The site will support 20,890 sm of new 
communication and broadcasting 
establishment and office uses within the 
Pinewood Studios campus.

• The subject site includes areas identified as 
Phases 2B, 3B, Phase 4, and Phase 5.
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• 101 Commissioners Street a production office and flex workshop 
was reviewed by the Panel in July 2016. The consensus comments 
were:

• Develop a public realm and landscape design that will 
demonstrate how it will interface with the Port Lands 
Framework Plan; 

• Sustainability strategies should be developed and be part of 
the presentation; 

• Provide a stronger position on the building’s Design Excellence, 
with reference to precedents that evoke mystery and interest; 
and 

• Explore and justify the proposed location of the short term and 
future parking structure. 

• The Panel voted non-support.

• The facility is now built and occupied. 
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Policy Context – Central Waterfront Secondary Plan

D22_OPENING UP THE PORT LANDS TO URBAN DEVELOPMENT
The Port Lands will be transformed into a number of new urban districts set amid the hustle and bustle of Toronto’s port activities. An 
enticing environment conducive to the creation of an international Centre for Creativity and Innovation for knowledge-based industries, 
film and new media activities will be nurtured.

(P9) Streets that extend to the water’s edge will create opportunities to see the lake from the city and the city from the lake. The design 
of buildings and public and private spaces that frame these streets will be of high architectural quality and take advantage of these 
views. New streets will be laid out to reinforce visual connections between the city and the water. Among these, Basin Street would be 
extended with minor modification to its current alignment, as the main street of the new Port Lands community from the eastern side 
of the inner harbour to the turning basin.

(P31) Excellence in the design of public and private buildings, infrastructure (streets, bridges, promenades, etc.), parks and public 
spaces will be promoted to achieve quality, beauty and worldwide recognition.

(P32) New development will be located, organized and massed to protect view corridors, frame and support the adjacent public realm 
and discourage privatization of public spaces. Built form will result in comfortable micro-climates on streets, plazas and other parts of 
the public realm.

B13_THE SHIP CHANNEL, A UNIQUE URBAN WATERFRONT AMENITY
The Ship Channel, which extends from the Inner Harbour to the east end of the Port Lands, will become a powerful focal point around 
which new mixed-use communities will be built. 
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Port Lands Framework Plan – Land Use Direction
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Port Lands Framework Plan

Media City will have a concentration of production-
related development around the existing studio 
complex and fronting on a new east-west public 
street and water’s edge promenade. The scenic 
potential of the adjacent Ship Channel will be 
maximized by providing active and animated uses 
along the water’s edge promenade. 

Animating and energizing the public realm at street 
level will be encouraged to further enhance the 
vitality of this campus. This can be achieved 
through limiting gated areas, locating production 
studios internally to a site/building, and activating 
blank walls with “shooting streets” facades and 
public art.
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Areas for Panel Consideration
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• The siting and orientation of the buildings

• The landscape strategy

• The sustainability strategy
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